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DINGLEY VILLAGE DINGLEY VILLAGE 

MEN’S SHED NEWSLETTERMEN’S SHED NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2014 
Braeside Park, Lower Dandenong Road,  

Braeside , VIC, 3195  **  Tel No: 9551 5892 

WHAT’S HAPPENING? 

November 11th - Tuesday, Remembrance Day

Service to be held at the Dingley Village Memorial, 
Marcus Road Dingley commencing at 10.30am and 
concluding at 11.05am. Our club will again will be 

laying a wreath as has been done in previous 
years.  Please advise Graham Kilby if you will be  

attending.  
********************* 

November 11
th 

- Wednesday, The Rotary Club of 
Dingley have put out an open invitation to attend a 
Dinner Meeting with the guest speaker being Mike 

Hirst, Managing Director of Bendigo Adelaide 
Bank.  Mike will be discussing 'the future of bank-

ing and financial services'. Venue is the Dingley  
International Hotel commencing at 7pm at a cost 

of $25.oo 

********************* 

November 16
th 

- Sunday. VMSA Queen 
Victoria Market Men's Shed Expo.  
Queen Victoria Market - Shed A 

********************* 

November 18
th

 - Tuesday, visit to the Antique 
Motorcycle Museum at Moorabbin - full details 

and a list of  those attending is on the notice 
board. 

********************* 

December 13
th

 - Saturday, Bunnings  
Community Day - more info on page 2. 

HAVE WE LOST YOU? 
 Please keep your email address and telephone   
contact details up to date.   
Check the photo board and report any errors so 
they can be corrected. 

Some from Editor Mike: 

Please send submissions in Microsoft WORD 
with NO fancy layout or formatting, just plain 
simple [boring] text so I can easily ‘knock it 
about’ to fit in MS Publisher. 
Send photos in JPEG format and less than 1Mb 
in size - more like 100Kb or so. 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

by Graham Kilby 

We have received a $2000 community grant from 
the City of Kingston and another $1000 sponsor-

ship from the Electrical Trade Union [ETU] -- 
see report on page 3. 

Membership fees are due as of January 1st 2015. 

The kitchen fit out is proceeding well, gas hot 
plates will now be fitted as electric hotplates 
would overload our available power supply.  

The 110,000 litre water tank has been installed  
to the west of the small shed.  A security alarm 

system has been installed and a telephone line has 
now been connected - Tel No: 9551 5892  

The official opening of the shed has yet to be 
arranged. 

FREE First Aid training -
Tuesday 18th November from 10am - 1 pm at the 

Dingley Village Neighbourhood Centre
 PLEASE NOTIFY GRAHAM KILBY IF YOU ARE 

INTERESTED IN BEING TRAINED, 



2 

NEWS FROM OTHER SHEDS:

Let us all know if you have made a visit to another 
shed be it local, country or interstate. Make sure 
you steal some good ideas from them and invite 
them to drop in and visit DVMS. 

SICK LIST: 

Frank Smith is home and recovering. 
Bill King is recovering and is happy to see friends 
for a brief chat.   
Martin Hollaardt has had his final[?] visit to the 
hospital for repairs and is up and about but he is 
forbidden to do any of Hockey’s ‘heavy lifting’. 

LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE:

How about a good giggle or a rib tickling laugh. 
Your favourite joke or humorous story would fit 
nicely into this category - the committee reserves 
the right of censorship.  I have included some 
found on the Web in this issue.   

NEW ACTIVITIES: 

The Art Painting group has started operating, 
contact Ken Brown for details. 

Let Graham Kilby know if you would like to learn 
more skills and what your areas of interest are.  

BUNNING’S COMMUNITY DAY: 

We have received the following email 
from the Company: 

Bunnings are hosting another fun event this year 
for the Community and I would love for you to be 
involved!!  The details for the event are: 
Saturday 13th of December - 10am till 2pm 
Theme: "Christmas Carnovale" 

This event will be widely supported by our  
Marketing Department and will be advertised on 
Radio, newspaper and of course our usual  
channels of in-store flyer, mail outs etc.   
We will also have a celebrity here for the duration 
of the event... although I have not confirmed who 
at this stage!!   [Any volunteers?  Ed.] 

I am really looking for fun and engaging activities 
from groups that would like to be involved in the 
day.  I am happy to provide anything that you 
might need to run the events to minimise the cost 

to you... I addition I would like to recognise each 
group with a $100 gift voucher for their time and 
to say thanks for your participation. 

The activity you run does not need to be fancy. 
I am happy for you to showcase an activity that 
your group does regularly and you can use this as 
an opportunity to advertise your group and per-
haps recruit new members!! 

If you are involved in a sporting, dancing, acting or 
any kind of entertainment group then I would love 
you to provide some entertainment on the day. 

We can certainly discuss in further detail individu-
ally what you would like to provide for the event. 

My whole Role with Bunnings depends heavily on 
Community involvement and greatly appreciate 
any support that you are able to provide on the day 
to help me to make it a great success and a totally 
FREE Family event for the local Community!!! 

I look forward to your reply. 
Kind Regards,  

Catriona Noble 
Activities Organiser. 

Bunnings Keysborough. 

********************************* 

AN EXAMPLE OF MEMBERS TALENT. 

Mike brought along a broken porcelain hand-towel 
fitting and Robert Van Der Linde turned up a Red 
Gum replacement.  With a few coats of varnish it is 
absolutely brilliant. 
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LIST OF INSTRUCTORS 

Wood Working Machines and equipment 
Ray Hastings 
Graham Kilby 
Norm Nicol 
Keith McAsey-Taggert 
Kevin O’Reilly 
Graeme Chalmers 

Metal Working - All Machines and equipment 
Bruce Simons 
Martin Hollaardt 
John Legge 
Robert O’Brien 
Bill King 
Manny Francis 
Bob Prestt 
Ron Prestt 

Bicycle Safety and operations 
& All Automotive operations 
Vaughan Gibson 

All OHS 
Robert Van Der Linde 
Keith McAsey-Taggert 

Log Splitter 
Bruce Simons 

Mike, Rob O’Brien holding the cheque with Troy Gray and Ken Brown. 

ETU Sponsorship presentation. 

W hen I retired from working at Monash  
University the Electrical Trades Union [ETU] 

Victorian branch gave me the privilege of Honorary 
Membership status and for some years now the  
Union has put on an annual Luncheon for their  
Honorary Retirees where we meet workmates and 
hear what is happening around the traps. 

In conversation with the Secretary, Troy Gray this 
year we spoke about Men’s Sheds and what we get 
up to and Troy said the Union is very supportive of 
initiatives such as this along with many other com-
munity groups and ‘causes’ they support.   

Troy told me to make an application for a grant, so 
after I discussed this with the committee we made 
an application via Pam Gates. 
Troy is an extremely busy man as you might imagine 
so we only had a days notice when he had a gap in 
his diary for Friday the 24th of October.  I rang 
around the committee and Ken Brown stood-in for 
Graham Kilby.  Troy arrived around 10:30 with his 
assistant Jacqui and a delighted and grateful Com-
mittee and Membership thanked Troy and Jacqui for 
a donation of $1000! 

Mike then showed Troy and Jacqui around and they 
were very impressed with what we have achieved in 
the renovation of the sheds and the dedication of 
the members. 

Mike McKeon 
A proud ETU member 



4 

ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS. 
PENNINSULA JAZZ CLUB 
Great Jazz music at the 
Patterson Lakes Community 
Centre, Thompson Road, 
Melways Ref 97 H6. 
Opposite the shopping centre.  
Contact Ken Brown. 
Friday, Nov. 21 “Sugarfoot Ramblers” 
8 to 11pm. 

************************************************************************** 

SWING DANCE - Contact Mike McKeon. 
Swing Dance at the Mentone RSL on the 

first Sunday of each month -- 
Band: “LET’S DANCE Big Band” 
with Vocalists Anna Struth and Daniel Hedger. 
Date: December 7, 2014 

Function: Swing Dance 

Time: Band plays from 1:00 to 4pm. 
Venue: MENTONE RSL. 
Address: 9 Palermo St, Mentone. 
Melways: 69 - C 12. 
Music only Admission: $15 or $12 for Mentone 
RSL members. 
Meals from $15 are available from 12 to 2pm and 
must be pre-booked on 9583 2841. 
Inquiries: Club Tel No: 9583 2841 –  
or Mike at 9551 7363. 

Hunting for and finding [!] the telephone line into the 

small shed. 

“Host with the most”, David Madill [with sunglasses] 
cooking up some tucker for the Christ Church walkers 

aided and abetted by Manny and Charlie. 
With Warren and Robert doing a ‘taste test’. 

Photos in this edition  
have been by  

Geoff Colquhoun &  
Robert Van Der Linde. 
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W e all met at the Community Centre at 
9.30am and headed off in 6 Members cars 

as the community bus was pre-booked by others. 
Hughie the weather god decided to drop some 
moisture as we neared Tyabb but we were under 
cover in the hangars so no problem.  
We didn’t meet Judy Pay, the owner but her re-
ceptionist welcomed us and assigned volunteer 
Jeff to show us around.  Jeff was very informative 
and answered all our questions. 
Judy actually flies all her aircraft and often uses a 
small helicopter to get around. 
We were guided around the first hanger to see 
the P51 Mustang in for it's 100 hours service, the 
Jet powered Bedford Van, the Harvard about to 
leave the next day for an air show in NSW,  and 
the Trojan with the newly reconditioned engine 
about to be fitted. 
Then on to the heritage Commonwealth Aircraft 
hanger which housed such aircraft as a Vampire 
fighter, an immaculate Tiger Moth, 2 Trojans, an-
other Harvard, Tomahawk, and a replica Sopwith 
Snipe and many more, all the aircraft are in abso-
lutely pristine condition. 
Readers might be interested to visit the following 
web-site to see how dedicated Judy is, in tracking 
down and restoring her collection of aircraft -- 
http://www.pac.asn.au/fly-neighbourly/139-
warhawk-restoration.    [Ed] 

After a very interesting visit we set off for lunch at 
the Kings Creek Hotel at 1989 Frankston Flinders 
Road, HASTINGS.   

This hotel is very large and the staff were very 
pleasant even if a little overwhelmed by 22 hungry 
blokes lobbing on them in one sitting! 

Back in the cars to drive a few Ks down the road 
to Bittern to Ian and Judy Barton's barn, which 
amazed most of us with a fine collection of Jaguar 
cars, a ChrisCraft speed boat from the 30's, some 
unique race cars, vintage motor bikes and a lot of 
wonderful posters, books and memorabilia all 
housed in a purpose-built shed or barn. 
Judy kindly served up an afternoon tea of coffee 
and freshly baked cake.   
We were all only too pleased to make a donation 
to Ian & Judy’s charity, SIDS. 
We arrived home around 4.00pm after one of the 
most interesting excursions we have had so far. 

A visit to the OLD AEROPLANE COMPANY - Tyabb 

and Ian & Judy Barton’s Auto Barn - Bittern 

Thursday October 16, 2014. 

Text by Kel Burgess and Mike McKeon, 

photos by Geoff Colquhoun and Robert Van Der Linde.

Judy Pay with staff and friends.  [photo from web] 

The fastest Bedford van in creation! 
Powered by a Goblin jet engine from a Vampire fighter. 

Jeff our volunteer guide. 
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A selection of photos from the Tyabb Old 
Aeroplane Company visit.  

Planes are clock-wise from top left, 
Robert with Sopwith Snipe, a model of the Bleriot 
monoplane that first flew the English Channel, P51 

Mustang, Trojan T28, panorama shot of the  
workshop hangar, Harvard trainer and Tiger Moth. 



7 

Ian [in cap] with one of the racing cars. Ray and one of the Jaguars. 

Judy serving up afternoon tea to Kevin. 
The Chris Craft speedboat. 

Ian telling us about his motor-cycle collection. 

IAN and JUDY BARTON’S collection at Bittern. 
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AMSA 2015 Conference 
Civic Precinct Newcastle - 17 to 20 October 2014

Website Now Open! 
To visit the conference website click here 

This years theme “Innovation” will examine what sheds do on a day to day basis and 
focus on their future growth and development, whilst at the same time tackling the  

bigger picture issues such as the prevention of social isolation and engaging men  
within the community.  

To be keep up to date with the latest conference information click on the link below: 

To complete an expression of interest click here 

 Join us on Twitter and use the hashtag #AMSA2015 for anything conference related. 

 Share your photos and updates with us on Facebook 

For further information please contact the Secretariat: 

DC Conferences Pty Ltd  
Suite 103, Lvl 1, 3-5 West Street, North Sydney NSW 2060 

PO Box 637, North Sydney NSW 2059  

Tel: 612 9954 4400      Fax: 612 9954 0666  

E-mail: mensshed2015@dcconferences.com.au  

Happy snap of members at Tyabb with Curtiss P40F Warhawk. 

http://stats.dcconferences.net.au/linkstatistic.aspx?LID=1531&CID=958
http://stats.dcconferences.net.au/linkstatistic.aspx?LID=1532&CID=958
http://stats.dcconferences.net.au/linkstatistic.aspx?LID=1533&CID=958
http://stats.dcconferences.net.au/linkstatistic.aspx?LID=1534&CID=958
http://stats.dcconferences.net.au/linkstatistic.aspx?LID=1535&CID=958
mailto:mensshed2015@dcconferences.com.au
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A Walk in the Park with the Ranger - 19
th

 October 2014

T he Shedder's and their partners, 12 in all, met at 
the Rangers Office at the Southern end of Brae-

side Park.  After a brief introduction from Head Ranger, 
Des Lucas, we moved to the Old Sewerage Plant Pump 
House building, now used for Park Administration. The 
building is solid brick and a typical construction of the 
styles of the 1930/40's.  
The ground floor area has been stripped of all the elec-
tric motors and other equipment and remodelled to 
accommodate the office areas.  Moving down to the 
basement via a large trapdoor and winding staircase 
some of the pumps and  
piping still survive. The pump room is below the water 
table and has to be continually pumped out. Evidence 
of the leakage and previous flooding was visible on the 
walls.  
From there it was out to the concrete settling tanks 
located on the high ground above the pastures, used 
for processed effluent disposal, and again most of the 
equipment had been removed.  
Next stop was the Nursery and Maintenance Sheds 
where the park staff propagates thousands of native 
plants, in conjunction with "The Friends of Braeside 
Park" and some local schools, which are used to reveg-
etate selected areas.  
Then it was out into South East Corner of the park 
where Des pointed out significant trees and shrubs and 
outlined the steps being taken to control the water 
table and lower the levels of salt contamination.  This 
high salt content in the soil is slowly killing areas of the 
park, evident by the large numbers of "Stag Horn" 
trees ( leafless dried white trunks). Fortunately with 
the programs that have been put in place the battle is 
slowly being won.  However these Stag trees  provide 
natural nesting holes for the parks native birds and 
animals.  
Control of the grass and undergrowth is managed by 
zoning the park via a series of gates and a common 

watering hole, the cattle come to drink and then can be 
allowed to access the desired area where they can 
freely graze.  These zones are contained by a series of 
electric fences.   
After a brief encounter with an obstacle course it was 
onto the wetlands Bird Hide where Des explained they 
were man made, filled from the Dingley Creek and that 
there has been around 230 species of birds identified.  
After leisurely walking for around two hours we arrived 
back at the office for a welcome cuppa and cake before 
disbanding.  
Des Lucas is a wealth of information and was able to 
answer all our questions, his enthusiasm and 
knowledge has to be experienced to be believed.  
If you haven't taken one of his "Walk with Ranger in the 
Park" tours it is  something you should definitely add to 
your “Bucket List”. 
Thanks Des to you and your team for providing "The 
Dingley Village Men's Shed" with a magnificent back-
yard. 

Geoff Colquhoun 

Des Lucas and his keen followers. Inside the Pump House. 
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David Robinson is touring Tasmania and sent this pic of a 
1923 Rolls Royce made in the USA.  It is being driven 

around Australia by an American father and daughter. 

SOME WORDS OF WISDOM [?] 
submitted by Graham Kilby. 

Law of Mechanical Repair - After your hands become 
coated with dirt & grease, your nose will begin to itch 
and you'll have to pee. 

Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when 
dropped will roll to the least accessible corner. 

Law of Probability - The probability of being watched 
is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act.   

Law of Biomechanics - The severity of the itch is in-
versely proportional to the reach. 

Law of Logical Argument - Anything is possible if you 
don't know what you are talking about. 

Law of Public Speaking - A closed mouth gathers no 
feet. 

INSTALLATION OF OUR WATER TANK. 

The tank site was expertly prepared by members over a period of weeks and the tank arrived all on the back of the 
contractor, Pioneer Water Tanks truck.       

     The tank is lined with a composite 5 layered membrane.                                       Laurie inspecting the finished job. 




