
 

september 2019 NEWSLETTER 
Welcome to Spring but I doubt that the winter cold and wind has fully gone away so don't pack up 

your jumpers and jackets just yet. 

****************************************************************************************************************** 

 

In the August Newsletter, it was asked, “What were you doing fifty years ago when man first walked 

on the moon?” 
I can well remember, as I was supervising a road rejuvenation project in Cambridge St Collingwood, 
when suddenly the PMG police arrived to instruct us to stop work. 
We already knew that the Melbourne/Sydney coaxial cable ran along this street, and we took great 
care to ensure that we did not damage it. 

It transpired that the cable was the only means of communication from the tracking station, and the PMG were 
patrolling the entire length of the cable. 
Footnote:   At that time, a number of contractors had gone broke because they had been silly enough to damage the 
coaxial cable, as PMG damages claims were $thousands/hour, plus the repair bill. 

Thanks to Rob Humphreys for this reply article. 
 

What's been happening 
DVMS Golf competition results: 

Pairs winners – Geoff Hergt & Graham Osbourne 
NAGA winner – Jim Gentle 
NTP winner – Graham Osbourne 
Least Putts winner – Phillip Dodgson ( again) 
Best Action Photos – John Hallam , Peter Holt & John Walters 
 
Many thanks again to David Ellis for all the great photo’s and don’t forget you can see all the photo’s on the DVMS  
Webpage, the facial expressions show the true enjoyment one gets from playing golf. 
 
Regards Derek 

   
 
After a particularly poor round, a golfer spotted a lake as he walked despondently up the 18th. 
He looked at his caddie and said, “I’ve played so badly all day, I think I’m going to drown myself in that lake.” 
The caddie, quick as a flash, replied, “I’m not sure you could keep your head down that long.” 



The DVMS Footy Tipping 2019 came to an end after an exciting last few rounds. 

Ger held a comfortable 2 game buffer for the last 3rd of the season. He obviously knows his footy as 
he also won another footy tipping competition. 
Al gradually crept up on the main contenders surpassing Glassman and Den, while Brett stayed 
steady but slipped from top position towards the end of the home and away season. 
Thanks to everyone who entered and hopefully more members will participate next year. 
1st prize: $210 - Ger 
2nd prize: $105 - Al 
3rd prize: $35 - Brett 
 

 
 

'Where ya been? - just a "brief" note from Peter & Jo Tosh' 
 
There’s nothing quite like escaping the cold of a Melbourne winter. Let me think, Broome in July, around 31 degrees 
every day, cool nights, blue skies, sunny, why not?  We spent 4 lovely weeks at Cable Beach last year so much so that we 
have gone back again this year for 6 
It’s another road trip, 10,000km return and around 4 months. Land cruiser 4WD plus our off road Kedron caravan and 
my DVMS bike. 
Our journey follows the Calder Hwy to Renmark SA, Port Augusta then straight  up the middle turning  left at Katherine 
and following the Northern  Hwy across to Broome. From Broome we will return to the Three Ways just north of 
Tennant Creek and follow the Barkly Hwy through outback Queensland via Bourke then home.  There’s plenty to see on 
the way. 
With the van water tanks full we can last around 2 weeks without visiting a caravan park. Water is the first thing that we 
run out of. We have capacity for 240L of shower / toilet water and 80L in a separate dedicated drinking water system. 
Up top we have 3 x 135 watt solar panels charging 3 x 120amp batteries. Gas cooking and hot water and a freezer full of 
pre cooked meals. There’s the generator on standby if we happen to need it . With all of that it means plenty of 



spectacular isolated camp spots in the bush along the way. 
 
The Stuart Hwy is a great road to travel on and you see just about everything on it. Hundreds of caravans, road trains, 
machinery, station vehicles even cyclists who for whatever reason set about riding their bikes over the journey. I’ve 
become fascinated by road trains, their sheer size and what they carry. Be it 3 or 4 trailers they are all 53 metres long 
and travel quickly. If you ever want to see talented driving watch a driver reversing 3 attached trailers. The cattle truck 
trains do it the best. My uhf two way radio gets a proper flogging chatting with the drivers who are always happy to tell 
you when it’s safe to pass, I just suggest to my wife that she close her eyes when we are passing one . Nothing like 
having a twin turbo v8 under the bonnet to get you going when you need to. One of the most interesting loads we came 
across was a mine pack hall tipper truck that was on a trailer heading to an underground gold mine 100kms east of Halls 
Creek in WA. No passing that dude, he took up most of the road. Imagine an underground gold mine big enough for this 
thing to drive around....  This thing was huge and brand new. I spoke with the driver at the roadhouse and he told me he 
just wanted to get it there in one piece. I also had a glance at his bowser, 790 litres, $1310 and that was only one side of 
his tanks. Made my humble $175 fill seem pretty good. 
Plenty of drivers have their theory on how to save fuel, speed, no roof racks, travel behind someone else. It is what it is. 
My land cruiser travels along easily in 5th gear at 100 kph and ticks over at 1700rpm so pretty good. There are plenty  of 
roadhouses on the way but we do carry a few Jerries in case. A farmer said to me once “ always better to be looking at it 
than looking for it”. Diesel fuel started in the $1.50’s climbed to the $1.70’s in the centre. The highest I saw was at 
Erldunda over $2. Nearly all of the roadhouses have a caravan park of sorts for those searching for a spot. We came 
across several un manned fuel stops - just use your card and self serve everything. They look like large self contained 
shipping containers. 
 
Spuds Roadhouse at Pimba is a busy stop. It’s right at the turn off to Woomera. Great coffee and food, an oasis in the 
middle of nowhere. There would have been 30 vans pulled up when we stopped. Woomera, who knows what goes on 
out there. Travellers say there is one of the largest landing strips for planes in Australia on the rocket base. It’s probably 
one of those places that you’re better off being far away from if the wrong person gets angry.  
 
Coober Pedy is always interesting. If you ever need to disappear off the face of the earth and not be found head to 
Coober Pedy, get yourself a machine and start digging a home. I doubt they would have a clue who was living there. 
Christian names only and “nope” no one finds opal. Three or four 20 cent coins in the slot buys you a decent hot shower 
at the caravan park. There’s a water station in town where you can fill your van if needed. Again bring your 20 cent 
pieces.  We came across two Indian pastry chefs from Melbourne who had set up a bakery, yes a bakery for the tourist 
season and boy was it busy. They had left their life and family at home in Melbourne for the season. They were going 
well and the cakes were yummy. There are hundreds if not thousands of open mine shafts everywhere. Best not venture 
too close to the current workings fearing a stray bullet may come flying overhead. Watch where you walk. There’s The 
Breakaways, the dog fence and lots to see. 
After 2 days exploring Coober Pedy it was time to head north. Around 100km out we came across a road  train that had 
blown a steering tyre causing the  prime mover to jack knife cross the highway being pushed along by its 3 trailers. Not a 
ideal situation to be in. Somehow it didn’t roll over crossing the highway into the roadside dirt and eventually coming to 
a stop. Amazingly the driver was ok albeit a little shaken up as you would be. Satphone to the rescue and he was able to 
call his boss to get help. “Hi Boss, the trucks f***ed” The countryside is flat, yep I mean flat and there’s nothing from 
horizon to horizon. Occasionally  you come across a massive airstrip in the middle of nowhere so who knows what’s out 
there, maybe underground. There are plenty of defence force fenced off areas with warning signs to stay out. Strangely 
there were sections of roadside verge that were green with grass, a sign of past rain. 
 
The Telstra mobile telephone network is improving all the time. Telstra Local area networks seems to pop up out of 
nowhere and there are now these emergency mobile telephone hot spots. You place you mobile phone on a small steel 
plate which is connected to a satellite dish and bingo away you go. Nice.  
Alice Springs was super busy with the Finke desert race. Off-road buggies and motorbikes race along the old Ghan 
railway service track to Finke, stay the night and then come back. It’s not for the faint hearted nor those who don’t like 
dust. The fastest cars averaged 150kph. Needless to say there were plenty of stacks and broken bones evidenced by the 
line of competitors or crutches having a smoke outside the hospital several days after the race. They claim 18000 people 
attended the race this year so it’s huge. Alice was a good chance to restock, wash etc and see a few more tourist sites. 
We visited the wildlife park and botanical gardens and were not disappointed. 
The Old Ghan Historical society has a fantastic museum and the Transport Hall of fame has 6 acres of vehicles of all types 



on display. The Kenworth pavilion was my favourite with rows and rows of brand new Kenworth trucks of all vintages on 
display including one triple axle that was built especially for the mines that could haul 170 tonne.  
From the Alice is was “express” to Mataranka and Katherine for some thermal pool relaxation. 
 

'Where have we been?' 
 
On Tuesday July 30th, a group of DVMS shed members and a few partners, travel to the Morwell open cut 
 

 
A presentation of a few statistic of the coal industry. 

 
Our Eddy's digging ability is no match for this dredge 

 
 

 
That's smoke coming from a Thrifty bus - not ours. 

 
So it was back onto our luxury coach and continue singing "the 
wheels on the bus go round and round...." 

 

 
Now here is a solution to our waste disposal and land fill problems - it would take a long time to fill this hole.  

Photos provided by Nic Oklobdzija. 

 

   



What's coming up 
Members and Partners are invited to attend a 
dinner at the Sandown Greyhounds Bistro. 
Date: - Wednesday October 9th 2019.   
Time: - 6:30 pm 

Address: - Sandown Greyhound Racetrack 
View Road Springvale, 3171 

 
Please add your details to the list on the notice board if you wish to attend. 

 

SAVE THE DATE for our Shedders Big Day Out! 
Dear Shedders,  
After a successful Shedders Big Breakfast celebrating mates for Men's Shed Week 2018, this Men's Shed Week AMSA is 
again teaming up with Safety Beach - Dromana Men's Shed to celebrate Shed Life at our “Shedders Big Day Out".  
Tuesday 24 September, 8.00am - 2.00pm 
Safety Beach - Dromana Men's Shed, 75 Pier Street, Dromana 
Join us for a big BBQ breaky with shed and special interest displays & demonstrations, followed by lunch and a special 
guest speaker.  
Mark the date in your calendar as more information will be delivered to you soon! 
In the meantime, to register your interest or if you’d like to have a chat about setting up a small stall to represent the 
activities indicative of your shed (basically an opportunity to show off!), get in touch with the AMSA Events Team 
at events@mensshed.net or contact Marty Leist (AMSA) on 0422 296 279. 
Kind regards,  
AMSA Events Team  

 

 

Yes it's on again -  

our DVMS Melbourne Cup Day  

family picnic & BBQ. 

The "fun" committee are 

arranging for a variety of games 

for everyone to enjoy. 

Don't miss it. 
 

Who's on the sick list? 

 

 

Bill David has had an operation on his back and is reported as making a 

good recovery, 

All the best Bill from your mates at the shed. 

 
 
 

mailto:events@mensshed.net?subject=Shedders%20Big%20Day%20Out%20%40%20Safety%20Beach%20-%20Dromana%20Men%27s%20Shed
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.squarespace-cdn.com%2Fcontent%2Fv1%2F5c064a6f297114322e0d4dde%2F1566188241959-8UUOR01DUZC13RIQ1IKU%2Fke17ZwdGBToddI8pDm48kOR5B2r3-Abp9vD9-4r63pAUqsxRUqqbr1mOJYKfIPR7LoDQ9mXPOjoJoqy81S2I8N_N4V1vUb5AoIIIbLZhVYy7Mythp_T-mtop-vrsUOmeInPi9iDjx9w8K4ZfjXt2dkXe4cemJQy79BdQu8iPIxDN0gYaOVyP6JG6jWGkyJ1_ZtJ3qR9G2BYeA0wOAaeYNg%2FARC_Melbourne%2BCup_whats%2Bon%2Bbanner.jpg%3Fformat%3D1500w&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arcdining.com.au%2Fwhats-on%2Fmelbournecup&docid=U8fpG64i9EjhtM&tbnid=wq5_QullwNKVWM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwio393I8q7kAhUXH7cAHXMRB1s4ZBAzKC8wL3oECAEQNg..i&w=1500&h=375&bih=566&biw=1366&q=google%20images%20melbourne%20cup&ved=2ahUKEwio393I8q7kAhUXH7cAHXMRB1s4ZBAzKC8wL3oECAEQNg&iact=mrc&uact=8


Birthday wishes to: 
 

Member 
# 

First Name Last Name Day 

249 Edward (Ted) Williams 4 

209 Peter Tosh 5 

35 John Perry 6 

139 John Hallam 6 

7 David Madill 10 

210 Gary O'Mahony 10 

13 Chris Armstrong 11 

279 John Strauch 11 

165 Phillip Dodgson 12 

275 William(Bill) Keleher 16 

134 Angus (Gus) MacFarlane 19 

136 Lex Miller 19 

227 Peter McCarthy 20 

240 John d'Asques 23 

109 Tony Williams 24 

272 Bala Mudaly 24 

6 John Prestt 28 

29 Peter Grossman 29 

37 Kel Burgess 30 

Well done Gus.... just keep on stacking up those birthdays. 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 



SPONSORS / DONORS 
The members of the Dingley Village Men’s Shed wish to express their 

appreciation to our wonderful local sponsors and generous donors 
 

 

 

 

Jetmaster  Bunnings, Keysborough 

 

 

  
 

Woolworths, 
Dingley Village 

Spring Park Golf Course, 
Dingley Village 

Padre Pizza, Dingley Village 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray White, Dingley Village  All Souls Opportunity Shop,  
     Sandringham 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
World Destinations Travel Agent, 

Dingley Village 
 

Lions Club, Dingley Village Country Women’s Association, 
Dingley Village 

 
 

 

Independent Body Corporate 
       Management, Dingley Village 

Jenan Traders Pty Ltd, 
East Bentleigh 

Nova Pharmacy, 
Dingley Village 

 

  

Dingley Village  
Community Association 
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