
 

november 2019 NEWSLETTER 
 

What's been happening 
 

The October social gathering at the 
Sandown Greyhounds was a well 
supported event with everyone enjoying 
the meal and the table discussions - it's 
great to see so many families getting to 
know each other. We hope you can all 
come to the Cup Day and Christmas 
social gatherings.  
 

 

 
It might not look much but this is the start of the workshop 
extension. The trees have been removed and the ground 
has had its preliminary levelling ( hitting the power and 
water supply lines were just an added bit of excitement to 
the day). Hopefully the building contractor can move in 
soon.  
Who can remember when the shed was first occupied and 
we all thought "what will we do with all the space". 
Hopefully by doubling the area we will have enough space 
to run a more productive shed and undoubtedly improve 
the safety for all of those operating machinery.  

 

    
The putting green is now completed with the wire fencing having been secured by Peter and Ray, and the timber edging 
boards placed at the base of the fence. This has really beautified what was a rather ugly strip of ground. 
 



'Where ya been?' 

 

 

Our China trip. 

Upon our return from China, I read in HWT's "Sunday Escape" of a 

trip to Japan during their Golden Week when the whole population is 

on holiday and queues at all attractions were enormous. I wish we'd 

done our research before selecting to leave for China on 30th April. 

China has a similar national holiday starting 1st May. Consequently, 

the roads were chockers and to get around, our coach had to leave our 

hotels earlier, arrive later and we had reduced time to spend at the 

various attractions. To warn you, there's a similar holiday in October. 
The holiday was with Trip-a-Deal and was for 10 days with flying adding a day each end. The itinerary was 

Shanghai area, Xi'an and Beijing interconnected with HS Trains. At $3,000, incl Qantas flights, for the two of 

us it seemed a steal, but then came the add ons, $219 for Visas, ITOF fee $150, Gratuities $288, Optional 

excursions $700, lunches & dinners $700. Don't bother adding it up - it comes to just over $5,000. It was, 

however well worth it, and I can wholeheartedly recommend it. 

Being a wine-oh, I had to almost give it up since I think only restaurants serve it and then at around $30 a bottle 

(I normally exist on the Aldi $3 Precious Earth). Saved by the various coach drivers who all had well stocked 

fridges on board - of local beer. At $2 a can, who needs plonk. Only thing wrong with stocking up for the 

evening - no fridge in any of our hotel rooms. 

I think, the low price of the tour must be because of subsidy by the Chinese Government. I suspect they may 

'encourage' tour operators to visit certain local industries, which would all have large 'souvenir' shops. On our 

tour we had demonstrations (sales pitches) at silk spinners, pearl processor, Tea plantation, and at a Chinese 

traditional medicine institute. And then "shopping opportunities" at Terra Cotta Warriors workshop, Yuyuan 

Garden Malls, Jade factory. Despite what I'd heard, I think I got done by the specs deal on the penultimate day. 

Arranged by the tour guide, a pair of specs ended up costing $300, probably not much less than here. Beware. 

The highlight for me was travelling at 430km/hr (see photo) on the Shanghai Magelev train to the airport. Just 

what we need for Melbourne. Then there were the intercity fast trains at 300km/hr. China, like our PM says, is 

definitely not a developing country. 

My one regret was not being able to get the knowledge from anyone (since Google is not permitted there) about 

the China Air Museum, just out of Beijing. Upon return I found, by Google, that we could have visited it during 

our last day when we had many hours to kill, and it had an enormous inventory of mainly Russian aircraft. The 

lesson there is "Do your homework". 

Geoff Palfreman 
 
 

    

 
 
 

 



What is killing our eucalyptus trees in Braeside Park? 

Lerps and psyllids 
 
IDENTIFICATION AND LIFE CYCLE 
Psyllids are plant-juice sucking homopterans in the insect family Psyllidae. Redgum lerp psyllid nymphs (immatures) form a cover called a "lerp," 
which is a small white, hemispherical cap composed of solidified honeydew and wax. Lerps on leaves can be up to about 1/8 inch in diameter and 
1/12 inch tall and resemble an armored scale. Nymphs enlarge their lerp as they grow, or they move and form a new covering. The yellow or 
brownish nymphs resemble a wingless aphid, and spend most of their time covered beneath a lerp. 
Adults are about 1/8 inch long, slender, and light green to brownish with orangish and yellow blotches. Adults occur openly on foliage and do not 
live under lerp covers. Unlike other psyllids in California, redgum lerp psyllid adults have relatively long forward projections (called genal cones) on 
each side of their head below their eyes. Females lay tiny, yellowish, ovoid eggs singly or in scattered groups. 
Females prefer to lay eggs on succulent leaves and young shoots. Population increases often coincide with new plant growth. However, all psyllid 
life stages can occur on both new and mature foliage. Development time from egg to adult varies from several weeks during warm weather to 
several months during prolonged cool temperatures. This insect has several generations each year. All stages can be present throughout the year, 
although in lower numbers during the winter. 

DAMAGE 
Psyllid nymphs and adults feed by sucking plant phloem sap through their strawlike mouthparts. High redgum lerp psyllid populations secrete 
copious honeydew and cause premature leaf drop. Sticky honeydew, the resulting dark sooty mold growth, and falling leaves foul surfaces beneath 
infested trees. Extensive defoliation weakens trees, can increase tree susceptibility to damage from other insects and diseases affecting eucalyptus, 
and contributes to premature death of some highly susceptible species. At some locations, abundant yellowjackets feeding on honeydew may 
annoy or threaten people. 
Redgum lerp psyllid infests over two dozen Eucalyptus species. In California this psyllid prefers river red gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis), flooded 
gum (E. rudis), and forest red gum (E. tereticornis). Certain Eucalyptus species are avoided or are not heavily infested by this psyllid. 

MANAGEMENT 
The species of eucalyptus primarily determines whether psyllids will be abundant. Cultural practices and overall tree health also influence 
populations and the extent to which trees are damaged. Providing adequate irrigation and limiting nitrogen can reduce susceptibility to damage. 
An introduced, psyllid-specific parasitic wasp is providing substantial biological control on coastal area trees. Systemic insecticides have sometimes 
provided control, but efficacy has been variable and sometimes disappointing.  
Eucalyptus trees in California are attacked by at least 14 other introduced insects, including the bluegum psyllid (Ctenarytaina eucalypti), 
eucalyptus longhorned borers (Phoracantha recurva and P. semipunctata), and eucalyptus snout beetle or gumtree weevil (Gonipterus scutellatus), 
which are now under good biological control. Learn how management efforts may affect the other introduced eucalyptus pests before taking any 
control actions. In particular, consult the Pest Notes on eucalyptus longhorned borers, eucalyptus tortoise beetle, and psyllids.  

 

  
Eggs, an early instar nymph, and the conical white 
coverings of the nymphs of eucalyptus redgum lerp 
psyllid, Glycaspis brimblecombei. 

The late instar nymphs of eucalyptus redgum lerp 
psyllid, Glycaspis brimblecombei, shown by removing 
their white lerp covering. 

 

   

 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/G/I-HO-GBRI-AD.007.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/G/I-HO-GBRI-EG.001.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/G/I-HO-GBRI-CD.018.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/G/I-HO-GBRI-CD.015.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/C/I-HO-CEUC-CD.001.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/P/I-CO-PREC-AD.010.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/G/I-CO-GSCU-AD.006.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/C/I-HO-CEUC-PP.013.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/P/I-CO-PSEM-LV.001.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7425.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74104.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7423.html


What's coming up 
 

 

DVMS Melbourne Cup Day  

family picnic & BBQ. 

The "fun" committee are 

arranging for a variety of games 

for everyone to enjoy. 

Don't miss it. From 11am 

 

 

SATURDAY December 7th. 

Our Christmas dinner get together will again be held 
at the Keysborough Golf Club. 

Full payment is required the week prior to the event so as final attendance  
numbers can be confirmed to the golf club. Brian Stooke is taking the payments. 

 

Two events are planned for next year to help members to GET TO KNOW THE PARK. These tours will be lead by the Park 

Rangers. The tentative dates are April & October - watch out for further confirmation. 
 
 

 

 
Just like a lot of school kids, comparing notes. 
But at least they can remember the old black 
pay phones where you put your coins in and 
pressed button A to talk and if the connection 
didn't get through ( and if you were really 
lucky), you pressed button B and your coins 
were returned. 

 

  
 
 

One of life's mysteries:  If you are trying to fail and you fail, have you failed? 

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/5c064a6f297114322e0d4dde/1566188241959-8UUOR01DUZC13RIQ1IKU/ke17ZwdGBToddI8pDm48kOR5B2r3-Abp9vD9-4r63pAUqsxRUqqbr1mOJYKfIPR7LoDQ9mXPOjoJoqy81S2I8N_N4V1vUb5AoIIIbLZhVYy7Mythp_T-mtop-vrsUOmeInPi9iDjx9w8K4ZfjXt2dkXe4cemJQy79BdQu8iPIxDN0gYaOVyP6JG6jWGkyJ1_ZtJ3qR9G2BYeA0wOAaeYNg/ARC_Melbourne+Cup_whats+on+banner.jpg?format=1500w&imgrefurl=https://www.arcdining.com.au/whats-on/melbournecup&docid=U8fpG64i9EjhtM&tbnid=wq5_QullwNKVWM:&vet=12ahUKEwio393I8q7kAhUXH7cAHXMRB1s4ZBAzKC8wL3oECAEQNg..i&w=1500&h=375&bih=566&biw=1366&q=google images melbourne cup&ved=2ahUKEwio393I8q7kAhUXH7cAHXMRB1s4ZBAzKC8wL3oECAEQNg&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwisuOKY2d7kAhWSfn0KHb54BJUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/christmas-images-cartoon.html&psig=AOvVaw3XAlTJufg7hD0ZlqmQB-3g&ust=1569044713205942


Who's on the sick list? 
We know that not everyone wants to be mentioned when not feel well so best wishes to anyone who is not on top 
things just at this time. 
A special get well for Snow - he's had it a bit rough lately. Hope to see you back at the shed real soon. 
 

Birthday wishes to: 
Member 

# 
First Name Last Name Day 

17 Eddie Oak 5 
49 Stephen Knott 18 

60 Robert Van Der Linde 14 
95 Albert King 9 

110 Bill Steward 27 
149 Brian Stooke 6 
174 Neil Robinson 18 
229 Alan Everitt 15 
234 Kamal Ghattas 17 
236 Terry Wells 9 
280 Simon Forsyth 29 

281 John Adams 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We have great pleasure in welcoming BUXTON REAL ESTATE 

- Dingley Village as our latest addition to the DVMS Sponsors board.  

They are pleased to offer a commission to the DVMS for any one selling a 
property through them. 

 

 

   



Age (Melbourne, Vic. : 1854 - 1954), Thursday 1 November 1934, page 10 

 
SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE 
"Most Accurate Structure in the World." 

Fixing the "Eye of Light." 

 Surveying calculations which have made the Shrine of Remembrance "the most accurately constructed structure 
in the world to-day," and which will permit a shaft of direct sunlight to fall on the Rock of Remembrance at 11a.m. on 
Armistice day for many thousands of years, were described by Mr. F. J. Doolan, who acted for the National War  
Memorial Committee, in an illustrated address to the conference of the Institute of Surveyors in Kelvin Hall last night. 
Mr. Doolan, before describing the "control survey," on which all the Shrine measurements were based, pointed out that 
25 sites had been suggested for the memorial, and the Domain site, finally selected, showed the "unerring judgment and 
foresight of the late Sir J, Monash." The centre of the memorial was at the Intersection of the axis of Swanston-street 
and of Banks-street, South Melbourne, and the Shrine was the dominating feature of Its surroundings. It was a landmark 
for all shipping entering Port Phillip, and was almost as prominent at the Statue of Liberty In New York, as all ships sailing 
up the west channel steered practically to the centre of the Shrine in the final approach to the port of Melbourne. The 
entrance to Victoria Dock was also in alignment with the Shrine, and, by a coincidence, the leading light of the channel at 
Portsea, which was the first lighthouse connected to Yallourn, and was known as Monash light, was also in line with the 
memorial.  
 The crown of the hill was 82 feet above sea level and 50 feet above St. Kilda-Road. The memorial covered an 
area which would only comfortably fit in a city block, and would barely squeeze into the playing space of the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground, but its proportions were so good that its size was difficult to appreciate.  
 The architects had followed the practice of the Greeks in their most famous buildings, with the cambers and 
curves giving the proper optical illusions had been planned to the thousandth part of an inch. All the verticals of the 
Shrine were designed to lean in two directions, so that the axes of the columns would meet, If produced, at the apex of 
an imaginary pyramid one mile and two-fifths above the Shrine floor. A tremendous amount of study and research by 
the architects had been necessary, and almost uncanny accuracy had been shown by the contractors in the calculations 
for the Eye of Light. Great assistance had been given by the Government Astronomer (Mr. J. M. Baldwin), and its 
position and shape ensured that century after century tho ray of light would fall close to the centre of the Rock at 
11a.m. on 11th November. Standard time changed slowly, and In about 2300 years time the light would be almost two 
minutes later than at present. In another 2000 years it would return to the present time, and then for several thousand 
years it would get earlier and earlier, until it was 13 '/2 minutes earlier than at present, For the next 5000 years the shaft 
of light would be closest to the centre of the Rock within two minutes of 11 a.m. The outer aperture of the Eye of Light 
was covered with a bronze plate, considered necessary to keep the structure weatherproof, but he would have 
preferred that the agency of man should have been entirely eliminated, so that the beam would penetrate the structure 
and illuminate the immortal words "Greater Love Hath No Man" on every anniversary of the signing of the Armistice. 

Thanks to Paul Brennan for this article - Paul is a volunteer guide at the shrine. 

 

   

 



The Tuesday camera group have a wonderful set of photos of our DVMS activity groups and prints are 

available for purchase from David - the feature groups for this month are the golfers and the pool players.. 

  

Cabrini trials new program to help men Navigate prostate cancer 
Date: 28/08/2019 

Every year for 11 years David Hawe has booked himself into his GP for a regular check-up, using his February 

birthday as a reminder. It became the annual doctor’s visit, one which he vowed to do after turning 50. 

But after noticing a steady rise in his Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) levels, last year’s annual check-up turned 

into a steady stream of specialist appointments. “The results of a previous PSA had been about four and they 

had jumped to eight. It had been climbing slowly and the limits change with age, but this was just a bit high,” 

Mr Hawe said. In April 2018, the 62-year-old was referred to Cabrini urologist Professor Mark Frydenberg for 

further investigation. 

Prof Frydenberg arranged a number of tests and as a result of that, an MRI and transperineal biopsy confirmed it 

was cancer. 

Luckily for Mr Hawe, an early diagnosis of prostate cancer has meant his world hasn’t be turned upside down. 

“I felt fine. There’s still nothing really wrong with me,” he said. “I don’t think about it really. At least I know 

I’ve got it and its very early days.” 

Because Mr Hawe’s cancer wasn’t aggressive, it was recommended he use active surveillance as a treatment 

option, which meant he qualified to take part in a new trial called Navigate. 

Navigate is an online decision aid resource for men diagnosed with low-risk prostate cancer. 

Cabrini has teamed up with Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and Swinburne University as one of the trial sites 

for Navigate, which was designed by men to help men make more informed decisions about their management 

options for prostate cancer. 

Prof Frydenberg said Navigate provided reassurance to men and helped keep them informed of their options. 

He said the website provided information about prostate cancer including management options, side effects, and 

ways to keep healthy after diagnosis. 

“It’s really important for men to have a good understanding of all their options,” Prof Frydenberg said. 

“Prostate cancer is different – you really need a good, educational program explaining the options. Really, 

there’s no downside to being involved. It’s an online education tool to explain the biological differences.” 

Prof Frydenberg said the website’s main use was to provide men with enough information about all 

management options in low risk prostate cancer including no treatment initially, which still had excellent 10-15 

year life expectancies. 

Mr Hawe said he would encourage all men with low-risk prostate cancer to get involved in Navigate. 

“I’m a firm believer in committing to these things, if you can get enough statistics/data it can solve a lot of 

problems. I’m happy to be part of it.” 

Men are able to self-refer to the trial or can be referred from participating hospitals or directly from their 

clinicians from anywhere within across Australia. 

For more information visit https://navigateprostate.com.au/auth/index 

For more information visit Cabrini’s cancer services 

Thanks to Bill King for drawing attention to this article. 

https://navigateprostate.com.au/auth/index
http://www.cabrini.com.au/patients-and-families/services/directory/cancer-services


Let's get stuck into this together. 
 
We have some jobs that need to get started this Friday ( Nov 1st) and with a few more members we can get them done. 
 
1.            We have to dig out the electrical main conduit and the water pipeline in front the planned extension and lower 
the conduits down 600mm below the proposed floor level. Digging trench by hand in soft sandy soil. 
                This is the most important job this week. 
 
2.            Move the spare evaporative cooler parts from the top rack to the lower rack. These are in the Park compound 
shed. We have mobile safety stand to work from. Items are not heavy. 
 
3.            Manufacture Park bench seats for Parks Burnley. Some wood working skills required but not necessary to work 
with existing team. 
                This has been started and needs to be finished within the next couple of weeks. 
 
4.            Stain the wood carvings in Cypress Drive. Stain is like water to brush on but you will have to feel confident 
working from steps. You don’t have to go too high but if not confident then don’t do the high sections. 
                This needs to be done before the real hot weather is upon us. 
 
Thank you and best regards, 
Robert O'Brien 
 

Just in case you missed the AGM. 
The DVMS Annual General Meeting was held on Friday October 11th so if you missed out in getting 
your nomination form in on time you can try again next year as it would be great to see a few new 
members being prepared to put into the running our shed management. 
 
With our new constitution we require a total committee of twelve and they are as follows:- 
John Bach - President, Bruce Simons - Vice President, Paul Brennan - Secretary, John Prestt - 
Assistant Secretary / Administration / Grant applications, Mike Stevens - Treasurer,  
Graeme Chalmers, Jack de Zoete, David Ellis, Derek Johnson, Norm Nicol, Ken Brown,  
Denis McKeegan.  

 

 

A few more wise thoughts to get you through the month 
My mind works like lightning - one brilliant flash and it's gone. 

 

Transvestite:   A guy who likes to eat, drink and be Mary. 

 

Definition of a teenager? God's punishment.....for enjoying sex. 
 
And, as you slide down that Banister of Life.....  
you should pray that all the splinters are pointed the other way.  

 

 



SPONSORS / DONORS 
The members of the Dingley Village Men’s Shed wish to express their 

appreciation to our wonderful local sponsors and generous donors 
 

 

 

 

Jetmaster  Bunnings, Keysborough 

 

 

  
 

Woolworths, 
Dingley Village 

Spring Park Golf Course, 
Dingley Village 

Padre Pizza, Dingley Village 

 

 

 

 
        Dingley Village 

 

 

  All Souls Opportunity Shop,  
     Sandringham 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
World Destinations Travel Agent, 

Dingley Village 
 

Lions Club, Dingley Village Country Women’s Association, 
Dingley Village 

 
 

 

Independent Body Corporate 
       Management, Dingley Village 

Jenan Traders Pty Ltd, 
East Bentleigh 

Nova Pharmacy, 
Dingley Village 

 

  

Dingley Village  
Community Association 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


