
 

october 2020 NEWSLETTER 
Putting this newsletter together is usually carried out progressively over the month as things occur that are worthy of 
publication. With nothing happening at the DVMS, it is a bit of a battle to fill in the pages and then all of a sudden a few 
reliable members contribute and bingo, we have a printout that makes it all worthwhile. So let's see what can be 
scrapped together. Oh and by the way, there is plenty of space in next month's issue for your contribution. 
 

 

Sadly we start this newsletter with the news on the passing of our 
loved member and friend, Ray Hastings. 
Ray had a massive heart attack on Tuesday afternoon at home. This comes as a shock 
even though we all know that Ray had not been in good health for some time. His 
good friend and neighbour Vaughan Gibson had been assisting with his care by taking 
him out around Elliott Crescent in a wheel chair and  no doubt had the opportunity for 
many interesting conversations. Ray had a quiet personality which to his close friends 
explained why he was often called Mr Noisy.  Ray was instrumental in the early days of 
setting up our shed and took on the responsibility of ensuring we were well catered 
for at morning tea and lunches. He must still hold the record for the most raffle wins. 
We hope that when the shed gets back into operation, we can all reminisce our 
memories of Ray as he spent his eighty years in a host of work experiences. Our 
thoughts are with his wife Margaret and their family at this very sad time.  

 
What's been happening 
 
A couple of photos of the work John Bach and Graeme Chalmers have been doing to start the required electrical work in 
the workshop extension.  Both John and Graeme have business work permits, so are able to undertake this work during 
the stage 4 lockdown. I sure hope they are eating all those stale biscuits for morning tea. 
 

  
 



  
Thanks to John Prestt for this article. 

 

 
 

 

When you get an Insurance quote 
 from 

Dingley Village Community Bank 
 

Motor Vehicle, Home Insurance, Landlord Insurance, Commercial Insurance, 
Caravan Insurance, & Life Insurance 

 
You will go into the draw for this lovely hamper to be drawn 

on the 
30th October 2020. 

 

 



'What ya doin durin lock up?' 

 

How I’ve been filling in my time in lockdown. Mike McKeon 

I’ve been busy since March/April painting the external timberwork on our house bit by bit and this entailed 

also repairing rotting timber in the fascia boards.  I still have more to do on weather boards that I will probably 

replace with A/C ‘planks’ when the weather is warmer as the timber is very poor quality with more rot too. 

I still try to keep up some music practice and I am enjoying some ZOOM meetings including having a yak with 

friends in the Bike Riding Group 9:30am Wed mornings, singing along with a Mordialloc U3A choir called “Still 

In The Pink” on Thursday afternoons.  I also participated in a Zoom woodwind music seminar with up to 100 

participants at Monash University a few weeks ago. 

My wife and I are doing some walking either around the local streets or in one of the nearby parks. However I 

am finding it is so easy to be lazy and sit around too much but for some weeks now we have been tuning into 

TV Channel 31 [click 44 on your remote] 8:30am Sunday to Friday and 8:00am on Saturdays to the “Move It Or 

Lose It” program that I highly recommend!  There is a mixture of gentle exercises and Yoga, Tai Chi and 

recently Zumba.  Either side of this program there are often very good programs by artists giving painting 

instruction and a really good carpenter with an amazingly tidy workshop. I have long wanted to try Yoga as my 

81 Y/O joints are binding-up or creaking a little and I am enjoying this TV31 program very much!  “Move It Or 

Lose It” also has a YouTube presence where you can choose an exercise to suit. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZCqOxT-5CseB-3rvsP57Gg 

The photo is another example why wives outlive husbands? 

 

( Editor note:  Look ... no parachute. I bet your knees and foot archers hurt like crazy at the end of the day.) 
Thanks to Mike McKeon for this article. 

 



 

 

 
This is amazing!!! Made from 100% horse shit. 

 

DVMS Footy Tipping 2020 

What a season it has been with no guarantee the season would start or even complete due to  

Covid-19. At least it was a season where a team played each other once and not the unbalanced 
version we see every year where some teams play another team twice and quite often those in the 
top 8 or near the bottom. 
 
Al started well and maintained the lead for 16 of the 18 rounds and was a very worthy winner tipping 
4 more winners than the nearest competitor. Ger started off slowly and gradually worked his way up 
the ladder to finish second, after winning last year. Glassman was reasonably steady throughout the 
season, keeping those around him at a safe distance to be one winner in front of 4 other members. 
 
It always pays to read the reminder emails sent from Footy Tips for those who have not entered their 
tips within 24 hours of the first game starting. Some members forgot to enter tips for a round or 
entered some tips and forgot to select winners for one or two games and paid the price of just missing 
out on the prize money. 
 
Thanks to everyone who entered and hopefully more members will participate next year. 

1
st

 prize: $230 – Al.    2
nd

 prize: $120 – Ger.    3
rd

 prize: $50 – Glassman 

Regards 
 
Den  
( Editors note:- All of this secret code must mean something to the ones that follow the footy, for me being a simple 
Demons barracker the year finished with yet another last minute disappointment.) 

Thanks to Denis McKeegan for this report. 



 
 
 

LEONARD WATERS, AUSTRALIAN PILOT. Here are 3 links to interesting stories about Len Waters, an Indigenous WWII 
fighter pilot, who continued his battle for recognition long after the war ended. It was during Len’s service that for the 
first time he was on equal footing with fellow countrymen of all backgrounds. Len became a respected and 
accomplished pilot with 78 squadron, flying 95 missions. Sadly though, his dreams of flying in peacetime were halted by 
the chains of racism persistent in society at that time. The last link is a podcast from a Public program held at the Shrine 
of Remembrance in 2019. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-13/len-waters-indigenous-fighter-pilot/9982566 

Regards Paul 
Thanks to Paul Brennan for this article. 

 

 

 

The Art Group are ZOOMING -- The next zoom meeting will be on 
October 6th commencing at 10am. 
Contact Ken Brown for details on the zoom link. Ph: 9558 2801. 
 
??? does anyone know how to get paint off a computer screen??? 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-13/len-waters-indigenous-fighter-pilot/9982566


Following on from the article in last month's newsletter,  
Brian Stooke has passed on this little gem that once 
again supports the well known theory of 'never discard 
something just because it is old'. 
 
"Regarding the story on the 75th anniversary of the ending 
of the war we had a bit of a coincidence in that about a 
week ago my wife Melva was going through some bits and 
pieces she got from her mum’s house when we cleaned it 
out and found a copy of an evening Herald. It was a 
Victory Edition Souvenir copy printed on the 15th August 
1945 and is in really good condition. It’s price 2d. Hard to 
believe she found it nearly on the same day and month 

and 75 years later".  

 
 
???????? Some time ago, someone was asking for stamps to be collected... does anyone know who that was? 
 Please let me know as a few members have collectable stamps to give away. ( Email: akilby@bigpond.net.au ) 
 

Who's on the sick list? 

 
This photo was taken 7/9/20 

Great Fathers Day News. 

When Joy and I were out walking today we walked past Arcare in Cheltenham 

and who should we see but Dorothy and Theo Breeuwer  talking over the fence 

with their daughter Connie. They are both doing very well and were smiling and 

laughing. Theo has rallied and is putting on weight.  They are hoping he will be 

able to start some Chemotherapy after the lockdown ends. 

Best Regards Greg Pullen 

 

 

You may know Bob Prestt, a member since January, 2014 and brother of Ron and John.  Bob 
has been a member of the DVMS art group for several years, and prior to this he helped with 
the setup of the workshop welding area and the building of many of the metal structures 
used within the workshop.  You may also know of Bob’s wife Judy, who has been suffering 
with Alzheimer’s disease for the last few years.  
In caring for his wife, Bob has been limited to the amount of time that he could spend at the 
shed, prior to Covid-19 of course, and he may not be well known to newer members.  Bob 
and Judy have 2 daughters, both living interstate and therefore have not been able to visit 
Bob and Judy in recent months.  Bob naturally is dedicated to the care of Judy and has had to 
withdraw from a number of favorite activities and pastimes that he and Judy have been 
involved in the past. 

Regretfully though, last Saturday Judy had a fall and has broken her hip.  She was taken by ambulance to Dandenong 
hospital and has been waiting to undergo surgery, which has finally occurred late this afternoon (Tuesday, 29th 
September).  Bob was able briefly to spend some time in the hospital with Judy on Saturday, to provide some comfort to 
her and complete the necessary admission, medical history and other details.  Due to Covid-19 though, he has not been 
able to visit her since Saturday, and phone conversation is difficult given Judy’s condition.  Obviously very stressful for 
them both!  Today Bob’s daughter Kate has been given permission to come home from Canberra and will be able to 
provide much needed comfort and support for Bob while Judy recovers from surgery and then attends rehabilitation.   
Please spare a thought for Bob and Judy as they meet and deal with this very challenging situation.  I’m sure a friendly 
phone call would also lend a little moral support for Bob. 

Kind Regards, Paul Brennan, Secretary. 



 

   
 

These lockdowns are getting annoying and quite frankly I’ve had enough. I’ve discussed the matter over a cup 
of tea with the kitchen sink, and we both agree that the experience is draining. 
I didn’t mention anything to the washing machine as she puts the wrong spin on everything. 
 Same with the fridge. He only gives cold shoulder. I asked the lamp, but she couldn’t shed any new light on 
the situation. 
The vacuum cleaner was rather rude and told me to suck it up Princess. The threshold was no better, it 
suggested I get over it. 
 The carpet advised me to sweep my feelings under the rug. But the fan was more upbeat and thought that 
the crisis would soon blow over. 
 The toilet looked a bit flushed and didn’t offer an opinion. 
 The wall didn’t say a word either, just gave me a blank stare. 
The doorknob was more forthcoming - told me to get a firm grip on the situation and move on. 
The front door declared I was unhinged and so the curtains told me to.....you guessed it right - pull myself 
together. 
Then the chair told me to table it, and the table remarked, I didn’t have a leg to stand on. 
When I told the table to break a leg, the mirror said that my comments reflected poorly on my thinking. 
 However, in the end, the iron set things straight. . . said everything will be fine.    No situation is too pressing 
for long anyway                           

Stay safe everyone  

 
 
 

 
 

 



What's new in the shed? 
 

 

Robert O'Brien & John Legge 
have assembled an alarm 
system to mount on the dust 
extractor to indicate when the 
bin is full and requires 
emptying. So to all members 
that work in the wood work 
area and are using 
machinery you will know now 
when the red light is flashing 
to empty the bin. 
This will be installed when we 
are allowed to go back to the 
shed and start operating 
again. 

Thanks to Robert O'Brien for this article and for the great work in improving our extraction system. 

 
 
 
 

Birthday wishes to: 
Member 

# 
First Name Last Name Day 

155 Frank Formica 1 

93 Cyril Webster 9 

247 Gerard Pelicier 9 

293 Gerry McDowell 13 

22 Theo Breeuwer 14 

30 Paul Brennan 14 

297 Robert Elliot 16 

299 Peter (Pete) Brown 20 

18 Robert O'Brien 22 

70 Bob Prestt 23 

246 Phil Martin 23 

27 Geoffrey Colquhoun 27 

62 Ron Wood 27 

282 Mervyn McConchie 27 

156 Philip Stephens 28 

276 Philip Stuckey 29 

Congratulations Gerry on becoming our latest OBE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Hi fellow shedders, you might be interested in this attachment relating to my shed. Notice the strength and size of the 
rafters, purlins, and trusses a finished product to be proud of and very practical- very similar to my home shed of 9m x 
9m, 3m to the spring line (walls) a 22degree pitch roof with electric roller door, reinforced concrete smoothed with 
helicopter finish - now sealed and painted. and skylights with insulated roof - cost me $17,500 and worth every cent I am 
proud and pleased with it I project managed it myself - easy peasy. An interesting video you may have to copy and paste 
link into Google for you youtube to play- some may wish to view this.10m x20mx4m shed.  
Regards - John Spragg, member 33  
https://youtu.be/lK3d_wyB6nY 

 

Lexophile:    A lover of words, especially in word games, puzzles, anagrams, palindromes, etc. 

    For example:   
    • You can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish. 
    • To write with a broken pencil is pointless. 
  
An annual competition is held by the New York Times to see who can create the best original play on words. 
This year's submissions: 
  
 • I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing now. 
 • England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool. 
 • Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes. 
 • This girl today said she recognized me from the Vegetarians Club, but I'd swear I've never met herbivore. 
 • I know a guy who's addicted to drinking brake fluid, but he says he can stop any time. 
 • A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months. 
 • When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A. 
 • I got some batteries that were given out free of charge. 
 • A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail. 
 • A will is a dead giveaway. 
 • With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 
 • Police were summoned to a day-care centre where a three-year-old was resisting a rest. 
 • Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was cut off? He's all right now. 
 • A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired. 
 • The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine last week is now fully recovered. 
 • He had a photographic memory, but it was never fully developed. 
 • When she saw her first strands of grey hair, she thought she'd dye. 
 • Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it. 
 • I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 
 • Did you hear about the crossed-eyed teacher who lost her job because she couldn't control her pupils? 
 • When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble. 
 • When chemists die, they barium. 
 • I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and then it dawned on me. 
 • I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it down. 
 • Those who get too big for their pants will be totally exposed in the end. 
 

   

https://youtu.be/lK3d_wyB6nY


 

 

SPONSORS / DONORS 
The members of the Dingley Village Men’s Shed wish to express their 

appreciation to our wonderful local sponsors and generous donors 
 

 

 

 

Jetmaster  Bunnings, Keysborough 

 

 

  
 

Woolworths, 
Dingley Village 

Spring Park Golf Course, 
Dingley Village 

Padre Pizza, Dingley Village 

 

 
        Dingley Village 

 

 
  All Souls Opportunity Shop,  

     Sandringham 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
World Destinations Travel Agent, 

Dingley Village 
 

Lions Club, Dingley Village Country Women’s Association, 
Dingley Village 

 
 

 

Independent Body Corporate 
       Management, Dingley Village 

Jenan Traders Pty Ltd, 
East Bentleigh 

Nova Pharmacy, 
Dingley Village 

 

 

 

Dingley Village  
Community Association 

  

 
 
 

 

 


