
 

february 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 

Oh how quickly things can change.  

This time last month we were looking forward to better 

times and then that bloody Covid got back into Victoria just 

because we left the gate open a little bit. It even had the 

audacity to settle into our area. 

So be careful, follow the rules, wash your hands, wear a 

mask and keep positive, we will overcome it eventually. 

 
 

What's been happening 
Chrissy Trees Ready for Another Year 

In early December each year members of the DVMS (us) collect the metal Christmas Trees from the 
Community Centre and distribute them around the local kindas and primary schools. The idea is that the local 
kids get to decorate “their own tree”. 
Then the DVMS boys go back to the schools, collect the now decorated trees and take them to a  
designated display spot just near the new Dingley Hall and Kingston Library in Marcus Road. 
The trees are displayed until early January when the DVMS boys go back, take down the decos, lift the trees 
out of their display spot and return them to the Community Centre ready for the process to be 
repeated again next year. 
Whilst the DVMS boys who help out on each of the steps in the process each year are often the same  of 
course the kids from the kindas/schools that decorate the trees each year are different. 
So a whole new sense of creativity is encouraged. Imagine the delight of the local littlies taking their parents 
and grandparents to see “their tree” on public display at the Community Centre. 
It all happens because of the time, effort and goodwill given freely by the members of the Dingley 
Village Men’s Shed. Makes ya kinda proud doesn’t it!!     Geoff Hergt 
 

   

 



A-TEAM REPORT 6  

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS THAT THEY ARE WELCOME TO COME ALONG ON TUESDAYS & THURSDAY MORNINGS, 

CHOOSE A JOB THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO ARE CAPABLE OFF OR BE INVOLVED AND JOIN IN. 

Come along you might find out that you enjoy yourself with your mates. 

TUESDAY 12th January 2021. The golf course shade sails were erected, the weeding in the garden was completed and 

the leaking rainwater pipe was repaired. 

  
 
The area behind the shed was cleaned up with the grass and weeds cut. The community garden shed roof was repaired 

as requested.  A trial installation, on the east wall, insulation has been done and we can see how this will go before we 

start along the north wall.  

 

 
The painting of the walls in Bay 5 & 6 is completed 
and Bay 3 was started. 
 

The pedestal drill and the band saw in the 
woodwork area were moved into the extension. 
With the trench dug from our shed to the garden 
the installation of the electrical supply has been 
completed and the rainwater pipe has been laid in 
the trench ready for connection. 

 
 
THURSDAY 14th January 2021 

 

 
The dust extractor alarm was installed and 
connected to the controller. A sign was fitted 
above the controller and please read when the 
light is flashing and action the emptying the bin 
and filter bag. 
NO EXCUSE NOW WHEN USING THIS EQUIPMENT. 
 

The toe on the kangaroo carving was repaired and replaced. The clearance floor line marking has been started. The hoist 
area has been further cleaned and the BBQ area has started to be emptied out, with the filing cabinets moved to the 
extension and plumbing fittings stored in them. 
MONDAY 18th January 2021 
The installation of the insulation was continued on the North wall in the bike area. 



 

 

The connection of the 
50mm purple pipe is being 
laid from our rainwater line 
into the Community 
Garden.  
<---------- 
 
Painting continued on the 
Bay walls and almost 
completed when I 
departed, with the kick 
boards in Bay 1 & 2 
installed. 

---------> 

 

 
JOBS ON TUESDAY 19

TH
  & THURSDAY 20

th 
January 2021           See Graeme Chalmers, Bill King & Lawrie Carlos  

Pending the correct pipefitting's can be obtained, the connection or the rainwater line to the community garden could 

be continued. The last couple of meters of trench is to be dug and the standpipe to be installed behind the fence. The 

trench may continue down the front of the garden beds to another standpipe half way down the garden plot. This line is 

to be some of the 25mm Poly pipe that we have at the rear of the shed.  

Continue the line painting lines on the floor. Continue the painting of the Bay walls if required. Continue lining the north 

wall with the insulation. Bring up the dust extractor and the mobile bench from the compound after you move 

everything in the way in the compound shed. 

(The dust extractor is to be positioned near the emergency door and the mobile bench is to be located near the electrical 

fuse box on the north wall.) 

When all these jobs have been completed you can start dismantling the pallet racks and bring all the timber and items 

up to the extension for storage. Not forgetting the timber that is stored in the stable as well. 

To any member that has borrowed the can of Silver Glide to please return it as we need to wax all the machine tables 

since the extended lockdown period. 

Thanks to Robert O'Brien for this extensive & detailed report. 

* MISSING TOOLS 
Could any members that have borrowed tools which include vernier calipers, gardening 
tools and our vandal proof tap keys please return them as soon as possible. 
************************************************************************************************* 

WORD OF THE YEAR - 2020 was a very difficult year to judge with words such as "unprecedented" "pandemic" 

"Covid" and  "epidemic" all being sprouted to us every night on the news but without a doubt the winner is "SHOULD" 

and its close derivative "SHOULD'VE" . These were constantly used by Mr. Negativity, the leader of the opposition, and 

many of his cronies that were fortunate enough to find themselves being given air space. Although not in control of the 

country, they always know what's best for us ..... in theory. I just wish that Dan would have stood tall and announced to 

them that,      "I am the premier and you're not, now piss off and let me keep doing my job". 

 
 

When a light comes on I eat. That's why I keep going to the fridge. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

The Photo Group is back in action. Attached 
is a picture by Les Hayes of last Tuesday’s 
meeting (12/1/21). 
 
Regards, 
 
David Ellis 
 

 
 

 
"Yes Norm, your are correct ... if it doesn't fit, take the 
mallet in hand and adjust accordingly". 

 
This is what you call "100% concentration". 

 
 

'Lost, please return' 
 

 

 

Some time ago, "Mr Raffles" Ron Wood, 
left  a number of pieces of sheet music at 
the shed for any members  to copy but 
also to return. It was music from the late 
fifties and most items had his name on 
them. Ron would love to get them back. 
 
Moral of this story:- if you value something, don't leave it on 
a table at the shed. 

 
 

BREAKING NEWS: Afghanistan to send peacekeeping force to United States. 
 



'On ya bike' 

 

To the Secretary of the DVMS. 
 RE: Request to join the bicycle riding group. 
Dear sir, 
I would like to join your Wednesday bicycle riding group but I am a little 
concerned about image. My bike might be an oldie but is very reliable 
and has never had a flat tyre. I'm not into wearing lycra clothing but if 
necessary I do have a wet suit that could have advertising attached so as 
to blend in with fellow riders. I do have my own safety hat which kindly 
was presented to me by my fellow workers at the meat processing plant, 
a safety cord has been attached to hold it in position whilst riding. 
Distance riding should not be a problem as I do not have any form of 
measuring device and therefore will not know how far the ride is - it's 
really a case of mind over matter. I hope that my application can be 
approved. 
Your sincerely,  
Harry Opperman. (yes, the famous one, Sir Hubert is my grandfather) 

 

  

 

'Where ya been?' 

I've been doing a lot of looking at the Victorian boarder.... sat for more than two hours waiting to cross back from NSW. 
 

Who's on the sick list? 

 

                                A note today from our resident Welfare Officer Bill King. 

 

Julius Edmundson (#97) 
While walking with his daughter in the Dandenong's, he slipped, with a bad fall. 
Broke his wrist and a rib. Taken to hospital in there for 4 days 
 
Home now resting, unable to attend the shed for a while. 

 



 

Something to ponder as we celebrate Australia Day 
Every time we drive into the Park we see a Park sign stating that they recognize the traditional 
owners of the land. But WHO were the traditional owners and WHAT do we know about them. 
 
Aboriginal people lived in Australia for at least 40,000 years before European explorers and settlers arrived. The first 
Australians who lived in the Mordialloc district were the Bunurong people who formed part of what was the Kulin 
nation, a group of five tribes that occupied Victoria’s central district surrounding Port Phillip Bay and its hinterland.  
 
The Kulin nation comprised the Jajowrong tribe that lived in the western area north of Ballarat, the Wathaurung people 
from the Geelong district, the Woiworung tribe of the lower Yarra valley (including the Wurundjeri clan), the 
Taungurongs from the hilly district surrounding Seymour, and the Bunurong tribe of the coastal lands around Port Phillip 
Bay, Western Port Bay and Wilsons Promontory. Mordialloc was important for the Bunurong tribe, because part of the 
upstream creek valley acted as a boundary with the neighbouring Woiworungs, and the creek provided fresh water and 
plentiful food as well. Bunurong people traversed the whole coastal fringe of Port Phillip around as far as the Geelong 
area.  
 
Just after 1800 the Bunurong tribe was small in number, estimates putting their total population at around 300. There is 
evidence that about this time the Kurnai tribesmen from Gippsland had attacked the Bunurong clans and killed up to 
half of them. Kurnai people seem to have been long-term enemies of the Bunurong tribe.  
 
For countless centuries the lifestyle of the Bunurong people had been that of the hunter-gatherer. They used simple 
weapons (spears, boomerangs, stone axes, etc) to kill animals, birds and fish. This hunting was the role of the men who 
ranged over several kilometres in search of game. Women gathered nutritious plants and berries as well as digging for 
yams and other edible tubers. They also hunted small animals. As the Bunurong tribe lived close to the sea they 
consumed shellfish (periwinkles, mussels and the like); the large shell middens on the cliffs at Beaumaris and 
Sandringham give testament to this.  
 
At night, fires were vital to these people who cooked the day’s food supply and left small fires burning to provide some 
warmth as they slept nearby. When the clan moved to a new hunting place firesticks were carried with them so that 
they had no need to go through the time- consuming job of creating fire by vigorous rubbing of dry sticks. Like other 
indigenous Australians, the Bunurong tribe was nomadic, ranging over much of the Port Phillip coastal area, including 
the Mornington Peninsula, in search of food and water. Apart from the creeks the tribe knew where fresh water springs 
existed around Cheltenham Park, Mordialloc Creek. The Beaumaris shore near Ricketts Point, and the Carrum Carrum 
Swamp, were great sources of eels, fish and water birds.  
 
For these natives permanent shelter was unusual, most of their protection against the elements being constructed with 
tree limbs and bark that did not remain in place for long. They also sought out protected spots such as small depressions 
in the sand dunes or areas of thick vegetation, while rugs and cloaks formed by stitching possum skins together provided 
warmth, although they spent much time wearing no clothes at all. It was a simple lifestyle, but one that put little 
pressure on the environment given the small numbers of people. It has been calculated that the Bunurong tribe people 
could satisfy their needs with about four hours per capita of work a day, so they had plenty of rest time.  
 
The Kulin nation tribes intermarried because the custom was that a woman married a man from another tribe and 
moved to live with his people. So Bunurong women came to the tribe when men chose or were allotted women from 
the neighbouring Wathaurung or Woiworung peoples. These females had to adjust to living with strangers, a process 
that was often difficult. The custom of marrying outside the immediate clan was probably their way of preventing in 
breeding.  
 
This Bunurong lifestyle was fractured and came to a sad end with the arrival of the sailing ships and the pale people in 
them as the 1800s wore on and Europeans invaded their land.  
 



 

 

This is an extract 
from the City of 
Kingston website. 
Kingston Local 
History 
Author:  Leo Gamble.     
Article ref. 499 
 

Thanks to Robert O'Brien for this article 

 

Birthday wishes to: 
Member 

# 
First Name Last Name Day 

50 Geoffrey Palfreman 1 

4 Roger Doherty 2 

265 Dave Bynion 2 

78 John Stewart 7 

274 John Hall 9 

81 Tony Ford 14 

239 John Needham 15 

191 David Hobby 21 

238 Leigh Walsh 24 

292 Geoffrey Tate 27 

Congratulations John on becoming an OBE. 
 

 
 
 

The years have been kind to me, it's the weekends that have done all the damage. 
 
 

Thank you: 
Members of the DVMS 
We thank all members for the inspiring sympathy card sent to us on the passing of my Sister, and her Husband. 
My sister had a serious lung problem that required home care and the last 4 weeks in hospital. Her funeral was held 3 
days before her birthday ( Boxing Day). She was a grandmother, great grandmother, and great great grandmother. 
Her husband had a fatal fall and passed away on the 2 January.  
Your card and wording has given Doreen and myself an inspiring lift.  
Bill & Doreen King (9) 

 



Australia Day ’21 - What A Day - A Bit of Everything 
 
It was still dark early in the morning on our nation’s official birthday when at least one of our organisers was woken by 
the rain - not a good sign as later that day a number of outdoor activities had been planned. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
By setup time (10.30am) the rain had subsided to a light drizzle and by the start time of 11.00am no rain at all. 
 
We all heaved a collective sigh of relief. At noon a flag raising ceremony was held to officially mark the occasion. 
 
It was decided to enjoy lunch before commencing our games program. For a BYO everything event which attracted in 
excess of 43 members, partners, friends and family it was a welcomed change from the COVID 19 restrictions we had 
lived under for almost a year. Lots of catching up was achieved. A feature of the days entertainment was the raffle with 
terrific prizes and guess who ran the whole thing? Yes, our very own Raffle King - Ron Wood. 
 
Whilst the ground near our Facilities Shed in Braeside Park was damp from all that overnight rain our games organiser 
extraordinaire Bob Wood had mown the grass the day before - did he know what was coming?? He couldn’t “Turn the 
grass into a lawn” because he didn’t have a Victa - boom - boom. But the result was good enough to attract the ladies to 
“have a go” at our outdoor games of Kubb and Bocce. These involve throwing things at a target, collecting them and 
then throwing them at those same things again - silly isn’t it??? 
 
Darts, Snooker, Quoits and Golf Putting rounded out the opportunity to test your skill, or luck, whilst enjoying the 
company of friends. 
 

   
Prizes of chocolates and wine were on offer so the competition reached fever pitch as we neared to end of the fun and 
games. The outdoor fun was brought to an untimely and watery end as the heavens opened up for one of those 
promised “clearing showers”!! 
 
Undaunted we retired inside, spirits high although clothes were wet, to play quoits and snooker. Then came the 
announcement of the major prize winners. 
No matter whether you won a major prize or were rewarded with a chocolate for just participating it is fair to say that  
everyone had a great time. Next year it will be Whoopi do in ’22, don’t miss it!! 



 2020 ANNUAL GENER.AL MEETING.  
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of Dingley Village Men’s Shed will be held on Friday 25th February 
2021 in the Amenities Shed at Braeside Park, commencing at 9.45am.  
As per our Rules of Incorporation the existing 12 committee positions are declared vacant following the 
AGM.  
Nominations for the new Committee open on 11th February & close on 24th February at 9.45am.  
The committee has been informed that Ken Brown & Graeme Chalmers will not be nominating for the 
new committee.  

Please give serious consideration to nominating yourself or another member for the committee. The club 
needs new members on the committee for the club to continue to be the vibrant club it is now & into the 
future. 

 

Just a reminder from our Treasurer: 
Your annual membership fee of $60 was due for payment in January and if you have not yet paid it you are officially  
un-financial and therefore not a member.  If you do not intend to maintain your membership, please be courteous 
and advise Treasurer Mike of your intentions. To retain your membership, make your payment immediately.  

 

We have commenced our various group activities as per the details below. 
Please contact to group organiser to book in to attend. 
Remember we are still to operate under the Covid19 restrictions. 
MONDAY -- 9.00AM TILL 12.00 NOON. 
ART GROUP:  Contact: Ken Brown, mobile 0438-547-905 MUSIC GROUP: Contact: Bill Argent, mobile 0444-558-75G2 
METALWORK: Contact: Bill King, mobile 0433-471-263 WOODWORK GROUP: Contact: Norm Nicol, mobile 0490-746-388 
TUESDAY -- 9.00AM TILL 12.00 NOON 
A TEAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP: Contact: Robert O’Brien, mobile 0466-978-550 
 TUESDAY --1.00PM  TILL  3.00PM 
 PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP: Contact: David Ellis, mobile 0419-557-216 
WEDNESDAY-- 1.00PM TILL 3.00PM. 
BIKE MAINTENANCE GROUP: Contact’s: Gerard Marion, mobile 0425-808-638  Gary O’Mahoney, mobile 0402-467-600 
THURSDAY -- 9.00am TILL 12 NOON 
A TEAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP: Contact: Robert O’Brien, mobile 0466-978-550 
 THURSDAY -- 1.00PM TILL 3.00PM. 
 GOLF GROUP: Contact: Derek Johnson, mobile 0425-758-298 
 SNOOKER GROUP: Contact: Denis McKeegan, mobile 0413-753-736.   Maximum of 8 for snooker. 
FRIDAY -- 9.00AM TILL 12NOON. 
Friday SOCIAL GROUP: Contact: Paul Brennan, mobile 0431-310-718 

 

 

The 'Dingley River' is 
flowing again only this 
time it's under control 
thanks to some 
forward planning by 
our resident plumber.  
An open swale drain 
leading down the side 
of the shed and 
dumping out into the 
park should assure us 
of drainage control 
from the high side of 
our buildings. All three 
tanks are overflowing. 

 
 



AUSTRALIA DAY DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

 

The idea of a national day called Australia Day dates back to the 
engagement of Australian troops in the First World War, at a time 
when the young country was forging its national identity.  

Today, Australia Day is a national day of celebration, respect, and reflection for the Australian nation, but 
during the First World War, January 26 was not a nationally celebrated date. 

In 1915, Australia Day was part of a fundraising plan for Australian troops serving in the war, to help 
improve the general living conditions of the soldiers and to enable the Red Cross and other organisations 
such as the South Australians Soldiers’ Fund to provide more comfort and care for injured and ill 
Australian soldiers. 
 
It was the mother of four Australian soldiers, Mrs Ellen 
Wharton-Kirke, who suggested the organisation of a 
national patriotic fundraising day to celebrate Australia’s 
military achievements in the conflict and help improve 
the lives of Australians serving on the front line. The idea 
was taken up by the government and the date of the first 
‘Australia Day’ was set for 30 July 1915. 

Three months after the landing of Australian troops in 
Gallipoli, Australian communities took part in Australia 
Day. During this day, marches, fairs, auctions and 
performances are organised all over Australia to raise 
funds for the troops. 
Commemorative items such as ribbons, handkerchiefs, 
badges or matchboxes were made and sold in the 
streets of Australia. The messages written on these 
objects appealed to Australian patriotic sentiment and 
the development of a strong national identity. The day 
was also an opportunity for those who could not serve to 
support the troops. 

 
 

 
In 1915, Australia Day was a success and continued in the subsequent years to support the troops 
fighting on the frontline. It was not until 1935 that Australia Day became Australia’s national holiday and 
was celebrated on 26 January. 

Thanks to Paul Brennan for providing this article. 

 



SPONSORS / DONORS 
The members of the Dingley Village Men’s Shed wish to express their 

appreciation to our wonderful local sponsors and generous donors 
 

 

 

 

Jetmaster  Bunnings, Keysborough 

 

 

  
 

Woolworths, 
Dingley Village 

Spring Park Golf Course, 
Dingley Village 

Padre Pizza, Dingley Village 

 

 
        Dingley Village 

 

 
  All Souls Opportunity Shop,  

     Sandringham 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
World Destinations Travel Agent, 

Dingley Village 
 

Lions Club, Dingley Village Country Women’s Association, 
Dingley Village 

 
 

 

Independent Body Corporate 
       Management, Dingley Village 

Jenan Traders Pty Ltd, 
East Bentleigh 

Nova Pharmacy, 
Dingley Village 

 

 

 

Dingley Village  
Community Association 

  

 
 
 

 


